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household mechanical refrigerator, is tending to a considerable extent to
replace sterile canning, particularly in the preservation of fruits and
vegetables.

The over-all effects of the development of refrigerated transportation
have been a lessening of the dependence of city populations upon the
immediate hinterland for fresh foods (an effect that is partly canceled
by the growing dependence that was introduced by the truck), a great
increase in the variety and an improvement in the quality of the fresh
foods available to urban peoples, and a marked increase in regional spe-
cialization in food production. Today the best and largest variety of
fresh foods is to be found not down on the farm but in the markets of
the great cities; and for most of the year most farmers are dependent
upon city markets for such fresh produce as they get.

TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY, AND TRADE

The development of all the modern transportation devices and preser-
vation procedures has been directly dependent upon improvements in
technology as a whole. Conversely, each development in transportation
and preservation technology has in one or a number of ways encouraged
new forms of trade and further changes in production technology.

Most of the technological developments of the past few hundred years
have implied an increasing division of labor, with greater specialization
of worker or work group in a single productive activity. Specialization
is possible, however, only when the specialized worker can exchange
what he produces for the various goods and services that he wants or
needs. Trade, in other words, is essential to any division of labor and
thus to the technological developments that make for an increasing divi-
sion of labor. And trade, in turn, means transportation and, for many
goods, preservation. Technology, specialization, trade, and transport are
consequently all inseparably interwoven. As the means of transportation
and preservation are improved, trade is increased (provided that ide-
ological or organizational barriers do not interfere), specialization in pro-
duction is encouraged, and existing techniques are exploited to the fullest.

Moreover, by fostering specialization, trade tends to encourage tech-
nological development. The man who does nothing all day but stitch
soles on shoes is somewhat more likely to hit upon a simpler method of
stitching soles than is the shoemaker who makes shoes in their entirety.
Likewise a locality devoted largely to the making of shoes is consider-
ably more likely to contribute improvements to shoernaking technology
than is one in which shoes are only one of many concerns. In agricul-
tural production, too, regional specialization, dependent upon trade, en-
courages technological improvement. Historically, therefore, specializa-
tion in production, production technology, and trade have gone hand